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Donate Life North Carolina launches new online registration source. 
Nationally, there are more than 98,000 people on the waiting list for an organ, transplant, with 13 new names being added every day. And currently, there are more than 3,000 North Carolinians on the transplant waiting list. Holly Howell used to be one of them. 
Holly’s story begins at age six when she was diagnosed with diabetes. For more than thirty years, she took insulin, watched her diet – all the right treatments. But in 1999, the wear and tear on her kidneys led to end-stage renal failure. She was in dire need of a transplant. Until the right match would be found, she would endure dialysis three times a week, four-hours a session. Because of the severity of her diabetes, doctors also encouraged a pancreas transplant. That meant two organ transplants.  
Three long years later on May 24, 2002 at precisely 3:30 a.m. she finally got the call. She flew to Richmond, Virginia in the middle of the night arriving at 6:00 a.m.  She had both transplants simultaneously within the same day. Today, Holly is living prove of the difference donation can make. In fact, one registered donor can save or improve the lives of up to fifty people. 
Until recently, North Carolina residents could only register to become a donor at the North Carolina Division of Motor Vehicles (DMV) during the driver’s license application or renewal process. A symbolic red heart is placed on the license of each person expressing a desire to become a donor.  However, most people are only required to renew their driver’s license every five to eight years…until now. 
Donate Life North Carolina is pleased to introduce a new website: www.VeryBigHeart.com. Now, anyone interested in becoming a donor can securely register online at anytime. As new donors register, their information is collected and securely stored. The registration can only be accessed by the state’s organ and eye procurement organizations at the time of death. If a person has indicated that they would like to be an organ donor, the procurement agencies work with families to walk them through the process of honoring a loved one’s wishes. 
In addition, Donate Life North Carolina is pleased to announce another important step for recipients and potential donors alike – The Heart Prevails legislation. Signed by Governor Mike Easley in October 2007, this bill insures that registration through the DMV will be legally binding. Prior to the signing of the bill, the tiny heart was considered “intent” to donate. As a result, there had been some instances in which potential donors’ expressed wishes were declined or overturned. 
With the Heart Prevails law, the donation community in North Carolina hopes to save more lives through organ donation. Additionally, the bill adds assurance and validity to the important personal decision those who say “yes” make. Knowing wishes will be upheld in the event of death is paramount in order to encourage donation among new registrants.  
Donate Life North Carolina is a 501©(3) non-profit coalition, including LifeShare Of The Carolinas, that works as a statewide educational group to promote the life-saving fight of donation. Our mission is to ensure that every person in North Carolina understands the critical need for organ and tissue donation and is able to make an informed decision.
Those interested in learning more or registering are encouraged to visit www.VeryBigHeart.com or donatelifenc.org. 

