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One of the great privileges
of our work is the honor of
bringing donor families and
their loved ones' recipients
together. These emotional
meetings are beautiful

LORI SAT ANXIOUSLY, WAITING FOR AN UNFORGETTABLE MOMENT. She was nervous about meeting
the man who now carries her son Cody's lungs. When Zach entered the room, all the nerves melted away.

"Zach's hug was so firm. | said, 'You hug just like Cody.' And he said, 'l love hugs." That one embrace gave Lori
all the comfort and love she needed that day.

Zach battled cystic fibrosis for years, struggling to breathe. Cody battled a different disease, addiction. He
fought for years to get clean with the support of his family. But the addiction took hold, and Cody overdosed.
When the time came, Cody's family didn't question his decision to be a donor. They knew it was who he was -

LIFESHARE LINK

reminders of the power
of organ, eye, and tissue
donation. It all starts with

the exchange of letters. If you
want information on writing
to your loved one's recipients
or your donor family, visit
LifeShareCarolinas.org.

S TRAVIS JR. WAS BORN HEALTHY AND HAPPY. Three
months later, everything changed. Travis had an enlarged
heart which had caused his left lung to collapse. Doctors
gave him an artificial heart which kept him alive while
waiting for a transplant.

Kristan was also a happy, healthy baby. When she was
just eight months old, a devastating car crash cut her
life short. Her father saw through his pain and made the
decision to donate her heart. That strong little heart went
to Travis.

Family members say Kristan's personality was just
starting to show through her baby babbles and giggles.

Konnetls

through tissue donation, they felt
I that was something their dad would
definitely want to do.

a loving, giving man.

Lori says getting a letter from Zach was meaningful but meeting him changed her in a way she didn't expect.
"For him to want to meet me and thank me, it was awesome. | cried all the way home. But it was a good cry,

and it really was so helpful to meet them."

While they won't get
to watch her grow
up, they feel blessed
to see her legacy live
on through every
milestone Travis
reaches.

Travis has grown
into a kind, loving,
and busy little boy.
For that, his family will*
forever be grateful.

One of those grateful recipients is Zach.
He has faced many health challenges, but
at age 13, scoliosis was threatening his
life. His spine was curved so badly it was

Tyanna says meeting Zach helped her
feel at ease with the decision to donate
Kenneth's tissues.

,/ww*zteadlofyou
to know that I'm just

glad that | know your

story. I'll be praying
for your whole
Because what you
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HOW you CAN GIVE HOPE
LIFE & HEALING

THERE ARE MANY WAYS YOU CAN SUPPORT THE MOST

IMPORTANT PROGRAMS AT LIFESHARE CAROLINAS.
One of those is our Bridge to Healing program. A donation
made this year in honor of a LifeShare board member was
designated to support donor families. Those funds were
used to purchase beautiful blankets (pictured above) that are
draped over our donors as a way to honor them throughout
the donation process. Families who have received the
blankets are incredibly grateful for this meaningful keepsake.

Financial contributions made to LifeShare also support our
community outreach, aimed at inspiring more people to sign
up as organ, eye, and tissue donors.

e Memorial gifts in honor of a loved one
e Gifts in honor of your transplant anniversary

e Host an in-person or online fundraiser in honor of
yourself or your loved one

When a donation is made in honor of a friend or
loved one, the person honored or the donor’s family is
notified of the gift. All contributions are tax-deductible.
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LifeShareCarolinas.org/Contribute

LifeShare Carolinas
PO Box 32861
Charlotte, NC 28232

Make checks payable to LifeShare Carolinas.

This year we were honored to be back together in
person for our Garden of Life Brick Dedication. This
beautiful space celebrates some of our youngest
heroes - our pediatric donors. This year we added
seven new bricks to Eli’'s Garden at the Our Children's
Memorial Walkway. These beautiful children will
forever be remembered and honored through their
family’s dedications.
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This summer, a small but
mighty team of transplant
recipients and living donors
proudly represented our state
at the Donate Life Transplant
Games. The event brings
people from around the country

for an inspiring celebration of

life after organ transplantation.
Team North Carolina brought
home 28 medals. They were
also honored to grace the front
page of the San Diego Union-
Tribune. To learn more about
Team North Carolina and how
you can take part in the 2024
games, visit www.nctalife.org.
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by Mitzy Parker-Sanders
My career has long been focused around helping families during some of the most

difficult moments of their lives. As a funeral director, | had the honor of helping
families have memorable experiences as they celebrated their loved ones. When a
former co-worker told me about a position at LifeShare Carolinas, | knew it would

be a good fit.

As a family support coordinator at LifeShare, | was privileged to walk families
through the donation process. | supported them through their journey of saying
i goodbye and honoring their loved ones’ wishes to save lives. After many years of
helping families, | got the chance to use my past experiences in a different position for LifeShare.

I now serve as a hospital donation liaison, supporting professional partners such as funeral homes, hospices, and
rehabilitation facilities. My role is focused on educating these important partners on their role in the tissue and
eye donation process.

One of the things | enjoy most about my work at LifeShare is the ability to witness the impact made by the
professionals on all sides of the donation process. From the LifeShare staff to the hospitals and other professional
partners, | am honored to help develop a team mentality with those partners. Together we all make a difference
and focus on the donor families and how to serve them best.



