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Our four-legged friend, Sprout, kicked off Donate

Life Month in style! Atrium Health Levine Children's N - \ ": P 3
Hospital’s adorable facility dog wore his LifeShare ' L. 2%

bandana and spread joy to some precious kids,
including one who had recently received an organ
transplant.

WELCOMING
WAKE FOREST

SPECIAL THANKS FOR OUR
HOSPITAL PARTNERS WHO
HOSTED EVENTS DURING
DONATE LIFE MONTH:

e Atrium Health Cabarrus

Every April, we celebrate National Donate Life Month, which
focuses on the incredible impact of organ, eye, and tissue
donation.

On April 1, we kicked off our new partnership with Atrium
Health Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center. The next day,
we raised the LifeShare and Donate Life flag. Teammates
had the privilege of hearing from Darryl, a liver and kidney
recipient. Along with his transplant story, he shared some

e Atrium Health Lincoln of what he wrote to thank his donor’s family. “You have

e Atrium Health Mercy given me a second chance in life. | hope to live a life worthy
of the priceless gift of life | have received.”

Our hospital partners observe this annual event in different
ways. Some raise the Donate Life flag or host a special
ceremony with an inspiring story from a transplant recipient
or a family member of a donor. Kidney recipient, Tina, spoke
at Atrium Health Mercy, where she was born. She shared her
journey to transplant and her gratitude for the hospital’s role
in making donation happen. “Your partnership with LifeShare
Carolinas is so important, and | know you think it's just a small

e Atrium Health Carolinas Medical Center
e Atrium Health Cleveland
e Atrium Health Kings Mountain

e Atrium Health Pineville

part. But each little part that you contribute helps. It helps
people like me.”

Some hospitals also hosted information tables to connect
LifeShare with the hospital staff and community. This
commitment to the cause from our hospital partners is one of
the many reasons we are able to save lives through organ, eye,
and tissue donation.

e Atrium Health Union

e Atrium Health University City

e Atrium Health Wake Forest Baptist

e CaroMont Regional Medical Center

e CaroMont Regional Medical Center-Belmont
e Duke Health Lake Norman

e Erlanger Western Carolina Hospital

e Mission Hospital

e Novant Health Matthews Medical Center

“Thank you all again for all that
you've done and all that you do and continue to do.
Just remember the lives and the families

that youre touching.”

Tina, Kidney Transplant Recipient

% ot %

o Novant Health Presbyterian Medical Center
e Rutherford Regional Health System
e UNC Health Blue Ridge
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shared pictures and stories of Levi and his fight to survive. They had a special gift for Parker's family as

Heoart: oo

PARKER was the life of the party. He was rambunctious, vibrant, and happy- He loved his
family fiercely and gave them lots of hugs and kisses. He also gave them lots of laughs. His
parents, Angie and Philip, say they'll always remember parker’s silly personality. “He was
always doing something funny or just out of the blue. Like, I'd peek around the corner, and
he'd look at me like, ‘I'm not doing anything!’ He was sneaky!” In his three short years, he left

well - an angel bear with the sound of his heartbeat inside.

After talking for a bit, the time came to listen to Parker’s heart in Levi’s chest. One by one, Parker's
parents and siblings each had a special moment, hearing his heart of gold beat once again. Philip
reflected on the moment with tears in his eyes, ‘l was feeling a mixture of emotions, happy; sad,
wondering if | could do it. But once | heard his heart, it was just like, ‘Wow, WOW, that's little parker.”

his loved ones with a lifetime of memories.

In May of 2024, tragedy struck. The family was involved in a car crash, and Parker lost his
life. Angie and Philip didn’t hesitate when asked if they wanted to donate his organs. “The
thought had crossed my mind, like I'm giving away a part of my son, you Know, but on the
other side, you're saving lives.’ They said Parker had a heart of gold and would have been so

Angie couldn’t help but be proud of her son, ‘It's like he was
there again. It's like his little legacy, his little, big legacy is
going to live on through Levi and he's going to grow up to be
a wonderful, wonderful child. And he's going to be able to

proud to share it with someone else. have a normal childhood”

While Parker's family was coming to terms with this devastating 10ss, another family they
had never met was praying for them. Chelsea was in a hospital few hours away with her
son, Levi, who was in desperate need of a heart transplant. In his three years of life, Levi had
spent more days in the hospital than at home. He was born with a rare heart condition and
had three open heart surgeries. But over time, his heart was growing weaker and giving out.
Doctors told Chelsea Levi wouldn't be leaving the hospital without a new heart.

Levi's life is forever changed because of Parker. He's eating,
he'’s playful, and learning to live life as a healthy child, a true
blessing to Chelsea. “Being able to see your child thrive and
actually be a little boy after three years of hospitalization
after hospitalization is just amazing.’

As she scrolled through social media one day, Chelsea came across a news article about
Parker. “l sent it to my mom and my grandma, and | called the churches
and everything and tried to get them on the prayer list. Because, you
see any small child, you know, you wish the best for him. And that was it's hard to say thank you to the family who saved your child, but Chelsea
just so tragic” Two days later, Chelsea got the news that there was
a new heart for Levi. Her mother’s intuition told her that Parker was
Levi's hero. Months later, Chelsea received a letter from the family of

will always be grateful, “There's just no words or nothing you can give them

pecause you can't replace Parker. He was one-of-a-kind. But | just hope

Levi's donor, confirming what she had suspected. 4 had it in my heart. and pray that his legacy will live onin Levi, and he can

My gut told me the entire time that this was Parker and this was his make Pa rker prou d”

family.”

In February of 2025, the two families met in person. Parker’s parents ) S ey =~ Ilane ‘,;l'. i ..ft
and siblings told stories about him. They talked about what he loved G‘{:‘V ’ - > P 7
and what they miss about him. They shared his love for superheroes, '
especially Spiderman. They were confident that Parker would be H PE X v
happy to know he saved lives and became a hero in his own right. L“:E & \

They even brought Spiderman hats for Levi and his brother. Chelsea HE AL‘NG
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Filemon and Jennifer share a passion

for helping others. While working together in the
OR at a local hospital, they both enjoyed making
a difference in the world but were looking for iy MfeShay, » |

Careiinan

something more. Filemon took the leap first. aaala

In search of a change, he asked a LifeShare
employee about the organization and the
different roles involved. In May of 2021,
Filemon joined the LifeShare team as an organ
preservation coordinator. He was happy to find
a new career path with a meaningful mission, “The
work we do is literally life-changing for anyone who
receives the gift of life. It's incredible knowing we're
part of something so impactful.”

After three years of asking his wife, Jennifer,

to join him at LifeShare, she became an organ
preservation coordinator as well. “Hearing him talk
about his job and how passionate he was about it
really made me want to be part of something like that
too. Just knowing we're part of the same mission means
alot”

Both are proud to be part of a team of such passionate and dedicated people.
Jennifer said, “There’s a real sense of purpose and teamwork here. Everyone's
focused on making a difference, and you can tell they truly care about the
work and the lives we impact.”

“THE WORK WE DO IS

literally life-changing.”

Mel and Dan are one of the original LifeShare pairs. Mel started working here in
1998 as an eye bank coordinator. She didn't know anything about LifeShare before
that, but she quickly fell in love with the work. “I previously worked
with a doctor who performed cornea transplants and saw many
patients get their sight back. Eye donation is a beautiful thing to
witness, and I'm honored to play a role in that process.”

Mel knew her husband, Dan, who was a paramedic, would
also love being a part of LifeShare. Two years after she
started, Dan was hired for a part-time role. 25 years later,
he’s a full-time tissue recovery coordinator who trains his
new tissue teammates. Dan loves the team, and says the
impact of the work we do makes the long hours worth it,
“l get to help someone’s wishes to be a donor come true.
Having recently gotten a tissue transplant myself, that
responsibility brings me joy.”

“EYE DONATION IS A beawdtiful
thirng T0 WITNESS, AND I'M HONORED
TO PLAY A PART IN THE PROCESS”

Melissa and Monica don't just look alike; they both bring a
positive energy and helpful nature valued by everyone at LifeShare.
Melissa didn’t know much about LifeShare before coming to
work here, but she was excited to be a part of our meaningful
mission. She fit right in, greeting everyone at the front desk with
a warm welcome. She always offered to help teammates in other
departments, pitching in wherever she could. That strong work
ethic and a desire to grow at LifeShare led Melissa to her next
step as a tissue and eye screening coordinator.

As Melissa prepared to move on, she encouraged her twin
sister, Monica, to follow in her footsteps. She said,
“Monica is very passionate about any job she takes,
and | knew she would do amazing things.” She
was right. Monica joined the LifeShare team as
an office coordinator and fit right in. She quickly
learned how every role, including her own, leads
to LifeShare’s success, “| feel like my work makes
a difference by assisting with the innerworkings of
LifeShare to help everyone do their best work and
focus on saving lives.”



Heroes

One of the most important things we do at LifeShare is honor our donor heroes and their
special gifts of life. As a tribute to some of our youngest donors, we dedicated bricks at
Eli's Garden in the Our Children's Memorial Walkway in Charlotte. Families can personalize
a brick in honor of their child and the gift they gave. This beautiful brick garden serves as

a place for the families to go to reflect on the life their child lived and the legacy they left
behind as a donor.
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ﬁ by Macon Parker, Organ Recovery Coordinator

3 4 | like to think my path to LifeShare was the result of being in the right place at the right time.
While working as a paramedic for Mecklenburg County EMS, my co-worker and | stopped to grab
a quick snack. While there, LifeShare’s executive director approached me in the parking lot, told
me about LifeShare, and asked if | would be interested in joining the team. | had heard of LifeShare
throughout my time in EMS, but little did | know just how amazing and rewarding this profession would
prove to be. After that conversation, | submitted my application and have been a proud member of our team
since March of 2022.

As an organ recovery coordinator, my role is to help support the gift of life by caring for the donor throughout
the organ donation process. | also have the privilege of working with donor families to help bring the gift of life
to another person in need. It has been an honor to work alongside passionate, driven colleagues and amazing
hospital staff, as well as wonderful surgeons and organ recovery teams.

My favorite part of LifeShare is the people. Everyone here works toward the same mission of giving hope, life,
and healing with an outstanding amount of compassion, empathy, and knowledge. The teammates | work
closely with, the top-notch leaders, and the rest of LifeShare are what makes this job so amazing. Together,
we get to facilitate and witness the most rewarding part of this job, which is helping donor families see their
loved ones save lives. | am so excited to see what the future holds for LifeShare and look forward to more
opportunities to support our mission.

www.LifeShareCarolinas.org




